SERMON NOTES 9/9/09
“We hold the Bible is true as God gave it”.  Biblical Authority, John Woodward

Section of Ephesians in 2 sections.

What Christ has done – How we’re to respond.

General instruction:

1. Cosmic, Redemptive work of God through Christ.

2. Unity of the church among diverse people

3. Proper conduct in the church, home, the world.

Summary idea:  Redemption of the sinner (the old man) and the life of the new man through and in Christ.

The pagan life is one long experience of mocked expectations.

Romans 8:30 purposing    achieving     blossoming   blooming to bear fruit

Chasing after riches, sex, honor, fun, money – striving after the wind. Ecclesiastes1:7, 8; 3:9

The mind/intellect does not produce anything that satisfies.

Verse 17: Readers are Gentile converts to Christian faith. Pagan upbringing →since abandoned, therefore no longer Gentiles/Pagans

Do not imitate your environment – Do not follow the Joneses

Futile & futility in the New Testament, sometimes → idolatry.

Hopelessly lost in vain efforts to reach their highest ideals of virtue because of deep pagan influence.

Verse 18: Doing “the will of their minds” leads them into acts leading to divine retribution.

Col. 1:21 Estranged and hostile in mind, alienated from the life of God (which is the source of all life worth living) and have been told. Therefore, they’re already “dead through trespasses and sins”.  (Eph. 2:1, 5)

Verses 18 & 19 tell us how bad off they really are. Darkened understanding, alienated from the life of God. Ignorance →hardness of heart because of a callousness and abandonment to sensuality for the greedy practice of every type of impurity.
Ignorance is not an excuse due to a willful hardening and surrender to Unbridled  license of every description.

Porosin – hardening (Mark 3:5; Rom. 11:25) A light kind of stone; variously →stony formations in the joints, bladder, or other parts of the body.

Root = Poroo – used medically for hardening or thickening of the bone e.g. in fractures. Healing connotation.  Also, →to make insensitive. 

Verse 19: They have lost all moral sensitivity – a term which classically means the skin has become callous and no longer feels pain.  “Ceasing to feel pain” →current use.

ESV – Sensuality 

Vice that throws off all restraint and flaunts itself

Com – Debauchery 

ESV – Impurity 
See Col. 3:5

ESV – greedy
Eph. 5:5

Com – covetousness 

Greed overreaches. Want more than appropriate/deserve

Disregard for the needs/rights of others – no respect for decorum, laws, rulers, vows, etc. Col. 2:5 & 
1 Thess. 4:6

Verse 20/21 This is not the way you learned Christ – assuming that you have heard about Him and were taught in Him, as the truth is in Jesus.

“You” however….you learned a new way – you do not live as the Gentiles do!

To learn Christ is not just to “learn about” Christ.

1. Learned intellectually

2. Saw Christ in their teacher

3. By an act of the Holy Spirit in faith took Christ into their hearts.

Learned Christ this way {BAPTIZED, Breaking of Bread, Prayers, Daily living in accordance with the principles of the Gospel. (Acts 2:42)
Verse 22: Catechism  in the form of ethical directives  

Col. 3:9 Pagan Way →putting off & putting on

Col. 3:9 Indicative - have put off – already

Eph. 4:22 Imperative - put off – not yet

Col 3:9; Romans 6:6 
PUT OFF THE OLD MAN – DON NOT WANDER APART FROM GRACE

Col. 3:10; Gal. 3:27
PUT ON THE NEW MAN – THE NEW NATURE (what you have become, must be, can become because of grace)
BASIC CONVERSION (faith justification) is followed by DAILY CONVERSION (sanctification)

Verse 23 “…and to be renewed in the Spirit if you minds…”

NEW MAN →is not regulated by a set of rules/standards
NEW HEART/NEW SPIRIT →   Romans 12; 2 “Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”

INWARD renewal is a work of the Holy Spirit progressively transforming us into the image of Jesus Christ.

2 Cor. 3:18 “from one degree of glory to another.”
