Sermon Notes – 9/16/09
4:25-5:2 lists a series of positive & negative precepts.

Some are put off – some are put on

Old man →put off

Each VICE is counter balanced with a virtue.
V.25-32 puts into practice the truths expressed in V.17-24

V. 25 Falsehood replaced by speaking the truth

V. 26 Sinful anger replaced by anger without sin

V. 28 Stealing replaced by sharing

V. 29 Corrupt speech replaced by edifying words

4:31-5:2 Bitterness, anger, wrath replaced by kindness, tenderness, love

Bitter talk and coarse witness replaced by expression of thankfulness

25 Therefore, laying falsehood aside, speak truth each (of you) with his neighbor…for we are members of one another.

1. Putting away “falsehood” and truth telling are two sides of the same coin.

2. Paul begins to enumerate areas the Christian life must reveal itself.

Lying causes trouble, friction, disunity, distrust in the church.

The law of love implies truthfulness.

V. 26 & 27 “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your wrath and give no opportunity to the devil”.

1. Let not your anger be mixed with sin (root word orge) anger is neither commanded (be angry when needed) nor prohibited. What’s commanded is not to let sin enter, that makes the anger poison. Anger expressed out of a wounded personality is sinful →self is in command. 

2. Wrath → let not the sun go down on your wrath.

Parogismos – only here in the New Testament

Provoked, exasperated, sudden violent anger

It’s a fit of indignation: Paro refers to the cause or occasion Orge: the habitual indulgence of anger.

Parorgismos →the state of feeling provocation, wrath.

V. 27 “and give no opportunity →topos: a portion of space viewed in reference to its occupancy or as appropriated to a thing. (neither gives place)

Phillips translation → don’t give the devil that sort of foothold.
V. 28 Stealing – petty larceny? The temptation to steal may have resided in some of the people. Maybe some had stolen before and were tempted again.

Some may have been servants or one time slaves – were not always honest and would snitch things when they could.

Titus 2:9-10 slaves are to never pilfer, but show all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of god our Savior.

Work with your hands (honest work) to accomplish something good (use your hands for good not for evil) that honors God’s law.

I Thess. 2:9 Acts 20:33-34 “For you remember brothers our toils and hardship; by night and by day (we were) working at our trade, in order not to be a burden to you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God”.

Paul’s focus on collecting aid for the poor in Jerusalem.
Churches of Gentile/Jew come together in unity to give to the poor. (Acts 24:17; Romans 15:26)

Jesus was Paul’s example (Matt. 5:7; 19:21; 25:35-36). Paul was the example to the church. The church is the example to the world.

V. 29 He moves on to corrupting talk – Let no corrupting (sapros=rotten, putrid, poor quality, worthless etc.) talk (logos =words) come out of your mouths but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

Phillips translation →foul language; RSV→evil talk; NEB →bad language; NASB→unwholesome words

Our talk should be edifying to build up one another to fit the situation at present. 

Evidently rotten words grieve the Holy Spirit.
