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Compare and contrast Science and Religion

There are basic assumptions derived from philosophy that form the base of the scientific method - namely, that reality is objective and consistent, that humans have the capacity to perceive reality accurately, and that rational explanations exist for elements of the real world.
– Wikipedia entry “Scientific Method”

A religion is a system of human thought which usually includes a set of narratives, symbols, beliefs and practices that give meaning to the practitioner's experiences of life through reference to a higher power, deity or deities, or ultimate truth.
- Wikipedia entry “Religion”

Both are based on assumptions, and to be self-consistent, there must be no contradictory concepts, and no reliable examples which prove any assumption to be false.

Both require faith.  That’s not obvious when discussing science, but in fact, modern scientific theories require probably more ‘faith’ in the assumptions than Christianity requires in its ‘assumptions’.
Example: The descriptions of the origin of the universe.

Christianity: An eternally self-existent being creates all that is by the power of His own being.

Science: All the matter/energy in the universe is packed into an infinitely small point.  It stays that way for an infinitely long time.  A random energy fluctuation causes this energy to become mutually repelling, and it begins to expand.  13 billion years later it’s still expanding but now has resolved itself into both matter and energy and forms everything we see.

So you tell me: which one requires more faith?

Christianity says this being – God – is still at work in the lives of people and changes them for the better.   Doesn’t this then form a system by which objective and consistent evidence can be accumulated and tested against the claims of Christianity as they exist in the Bible?  Admittedly you still have to take the origin story as ‘faith’.
Science can’t prove any of the claims of the origin of the universe either.  There are no repeatable processes which can demonstrate the event.  So guess what?  You also have to take them on FAITH!
This brings up the difference between “apprehend” and “comprehend”.  Example: the Trinity.  We apprehend it – we understand the words of the definition, but we can’t comprehend it – that is, no man has ever fully understood what the nature of God truly is. Likewise, we can apprehend the origin story, but not comprehend it from either science or religious perspectives.
There is an interesting contrast in the Wikipedia entries above. Note that I don’t totally agree with the ‘religion’ entry, but I wanted to get a similar perspective for the two definitions.

I have a very interesting position in my life.  I originally attended ORU as a Christian Education major, so I basically have a BA in Theology.  But I switched to Computer Science and also basically have a BS in CompSci.  Being involved in NASA for the last 12 years has been quite fascinating, and I’ve met many very smart people (the cafeteria conversations at GSFC are amazing!) – the majority of whom are Christians!  Why are so many people who are involved with science and engineering Christians?
On the LCROSS program in particular the NG Program Lead, NG Systems Lead,  NG Ops Lead, NG Software lead (that’d be me!), the NG:TS program lead, NG:TS Software manager, NG Test Software Lead, and NG Mechanical Lead are all Christians.  So is the NASA Program Lead, Deputy Program Lead, and many of the operations personnel.  It’s fascinating to me how many people on this program are Christians!
And the fundamental objective of LCROSS is to find TRUTH – in this case, what’s called “ground truth”.  We look at this place on the moon – a very cold, very dark crater floor which has not seen sunlight in perhaps billions of years and take pictures of it with a camera from a satellite or a ground telescope.  But it’s really hard to tell what’s there.  So how do we figure out what’s REALLY there?  One way would be to go get some of it, bring it back home, and analyze it in a lab.  OK – technically we know how to do that, but it’s very costly and time consuming to create that mission.  So LCROSS was conceived to do it a simpler and much cheaper way and in only 2 ½ years.  We ram a spent rocket motor into this crater and see what gets kicked up.  But since we are now DIRECTLY measuring the lunar soil from this place, NOW we know what’s actually there, and can correlate what the telescopes are seeing and know for certain what’s down there.
This kind of correlation is done all the time with Earth Observing satellites.  One of the key uses for the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center just north of GSFC is to provide ground truth for the earth observing satellites that pass overhead – usually every other day.  They go out and measure the crops, fertilizer, water content, etc. and check it against the satellite information.  Then they use that correlation information to know what is being seen all over the world.
So again – why are so many people who are so deeply involved with science and engineering Christians?  Interesting that the answer may be in the poetry of the Bible…
Psa 19:1  The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.
Psa 8:3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; (4) What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?
“Attitude determines Altitude” – Barbara Roles

