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"Joy to the World!  The Lord is come"               

 

I thoroughly enjoy going through the hymnal to select the carols for our Christmas                 

services.  The carols selected, for the most part, are "old standards" that we all expect to 

sing.  If we didn't sing them we would more than likely leave church feeling like something 

was missing. Carols such as "Silent Night" and ñLittle Town of  Bethlehem" for example are 

carols that have survived the test of time and have rich history. We own a delightful book ti-

tled, "The One Year Book of Hymns".  In it are 365 devotional readings, along with snippets 

of history.  The hymn selected for December 25th is "Joy to the World" written by Isaac 

Watts in 1719. 

 

Watts (1674-1748) was a congregational nonconformist minister, and author of 60 books on 

theology and philosophy, and 700 hymns.  He has been called a "genius", and "The Father of 

English Hymnody". Many musicians and singers would say that his closest rival may have 

been Charles Wesley. (Hark! The Herald Angels Sing and hundreds more) 

 

Watts also penned "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" said by Matthew Arnold (19th    

century British poet) to be the best hymn in the English language; "O God, Our Help in Ages 

Past", sometimes described as England's 2nd national anthem; and of course "Joy to the 

World", one of the most beloved of all Christmas carols. 

 

In 1719 Watts published a monograph entitled, "The Psalms of David, Initiated in the       

Language of the New Testament". The tune for ñJoy to the Worldò was composed by Lowell 

Mason, a renown American composer. Mason would call the tune, "Antioch" (for the Syrian 

city where St. Paul departed for his first two missionary journeys, and where the disciples 

were first called Christians). The master lyricist Watts, and the gifted composer Mason, 100 

plus years removed from one another, combined superb talent to produce one of the most    

recognized and beloved carols of all time. 
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It's interesting to read the lyrics because on the surface, the hymn could be used for almost 

any occasion.  It does not expressly proclaim , the Lords birth, nor does it point out His    

Virgin Mother, or the saving purpose of His incarnation. ñJoy to the Worldò doesn't give the  

impression of a Christmas Carol, but for me, and I suspect for many of us, this may be one of 

our favorite Christmas carols. It's one of the "old standards" we expect to sing during   

Christmas.  

 

The opening verse is an uplifting and positive       

proclamation that the Lord has come! 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord has come. 

Let earth receive her king. 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, 

And heav'n and nature sing. 

 

In the next verse we joyfully sing that our Savior reigns over the entire earth, "fields and 

floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy." 

 

Our Savior has come to make His blessings flow, as far as the curse (sin) is found.  And 

lastly we joyfully acknowledge His rule is characterized by grace and truth; His              

righteousness, and His love. 

 

What a powerful and uplifting hymn! 

 

God gives the world the genius of an Isaac Watts or a Lowell Mason on occasion.  Richly 

gifted, and passionate about their faith, they penned hymns that lift up and speak the truth to 

generation after generation. Their work is the Gospel in music. 

 

This Christmas season we will sing, "Joy to the Worldò, and "Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing", and ñSilent Nightò, among other carols that turn us to Christ and His Nativity. If you 

are traveling and won't be with us, Olivia and I, along with our sons, wish you a very Merry 

and safe Christmas and a happy new year. 

 

If you plan to be in town I hope you will worship with us on Christmas Eve at 5:30pm 

(family service) and 10:30pm (choir).  This year Christmas Day falls on a Sunday and      

therefore we plan to worship at 10am to celebrate the Holy Name of our Lord. I'm eager to 

see you and hope to have the opportunity to share the JOY of the season with you. 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. 

 

Terry+ 
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O little town of Bethlehem  

Youõre not least among them all, 

For you cradle Virgin Maryõs babe 

The dear Savior of us all.  

 

Humbly He lies in a manger  

Yet the heavens split at His birth,  

And radiant light floods the sky  

Announcing Godõs Son, come to earth. 

 

Astonished shepherds run to see  

The wonder made known to them,  

And sages, guided by a star,  

Worship the babe of Bethlehem.  

 

Come, kneel at the rude manger,  

Love incarnate slumbers there  

Jesus, our dear Good Shepherd  

Godõs true plan of life to share. 

 

 

He gives strength for those who seek  

The long, straight and narrow way,  

Mercy and grace sufficient for  

The cares and trials of each day.  

 

Eternal life for the contrite heart  

And for the wayward and weary soul,  

His own self for food and drink  

That they would be made whole.  

 

So seek the lost and the strayed ones,  

Pass the message of love to them,  

That they, in glad adoration,  

Will worship the babe of Bethlehem.  

THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM  

Catherine M. Bellis via The Holy Spirit 
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Operation Christmas Child  

2011  

 

 

 

 

On November  20, 2011, 152 shoe boxes were collected, and taken to His Way                                     
Christian Book Store in Ellicott City, before being shipped off to points around the globe. 

CƻǊ  ǘƘŜ рǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǿΣ {ǘΦ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ  ǘƘƛǎ                                                       
outreach ministry, and  the response is always outstanding. 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ DǊƛƎƎǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ά/ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǎƘŜ 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ  ōƻȄŜǎΦ  !ƭǎƻ ǘƻ hƭƛǾƛŀ {ǿŜŜƴŜȅ Σ ǿƘƻ ƪŜǇǘ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ άŘŜŀƭǎέ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ 
long , and picked up items to go into the boxes, making them extra special. 

We are looking forward to hearing from some of the children that received a box from our church. If 
ȅƻǳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻȄ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
the church office.  

hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ  - thank you for your generous  participation! 

 

 

 

A Special Visit  

St. Timothyõs congregation was told weeks in advance 

that we were going to have a òspecial guestó visit us 

on December 4th, but we werenõt told who the visitor 

would be. We were asked to bring an extra shoe on 

that particular Sunday, and place it in the hallway  

outside of the Bell Tower entrance.  

As the service was about to begin, the stranger in a 

red cape sauntered down the center aisle. With his 

staff in hand, and miter on his head, the white 

bearded gentleman announced who he was -         

The Bishop of Myra.                 

He shared the story of his life, and told us that the 

greatest gift we could ever give or receive was the 

love of Jesus.  

He departed just as quietly as he arrived but made a 

stop along the way. For when we left the service, 

there in each of our shoes was a gift from  -                 

St. Nicholas!  
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Hello everyone, and happy Advent! 

 

Our second year of seminary is well underway, putting us at 

the halfway point of our education. So much has been     

happening in our lives. Here are some of the major points: 

 

 In August, we moved into a new house with two of 

our friends, where we have been living in intentional       

community. God provided us with a great house! The    

basement is mostly finished which allows us to have a     

private bedroom and sitting room. The girls' bedrooms are 

on the second floor, and the first floor is all community space. God has even provided us a wood stove 

for the winter. So far we have been having a lot of fun together, but finding regular times to spend  

together with each other has been a challenge. We are working on finding ways to expand the       

community's ministry of hospitality. (Also, we've been a bit slow to send out our new address: it's 

2847 Beaver Road, Ambridge PA 15003. Don't worry if you've sent anything to our former address, it 

will be forwarded.) 

 Just after we moved, Jared finished up Clinical Pastoral Education at the senior community. 

While the schedule was grueling and the experience was emotionally exhausting, God used it to   

transform Jared's character in many new ways. He is grateful for his experience of serving as a     

chaplain for 10 weeks, and he is even thinking about doing a one-year chaplain residency after  

graduation. 

 Before classes started, we were able to take a much-needed vacation to Canada. We spent a 

night in Toronto before camping for five nights on Lake Huron. It was restful, refreshing, and a fun 

time with friends. 

 In September, Jared started the Mentored Ministry program (Field Education) at the Beaver 

County Jail. He is being mentored by an Anglican priest who has been a chaplain there for many 

years. 

 Jared has made progress in the ordination process. After we met with the discernment       

committee several times, they recommended Jared to the vestry for an interview. The vestry voted in 

October to send Jared on to the Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh to continue the ordination process. Our 

first interview at the diocesan level will be with the Canon to the Ordinary on Friday, December 16th 

at 2:30pm. If this interview goes well, Jared will be an "aspirant," and will be allowed to interview for 

postulancy with the Commission on Ministry in March 2012. 

 Rebecca has been busy with her yarn business, Osborn Fiber Studio. Her big project for this 

year is designing a series of patterns Knitting Through the Liturgical Year. The series began with the 

Advent Hat Knit-Along. It will continue with patterns for Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter,         

Pentecost, and Ordinary Time. 

Thank you for all your thoughts, prayers, and support. Please let us know if there is any way we can be 

praying for you. 

 

--Jared and Rebecca Osborn  

 

 

http://www.osbornfiber.com
http://osbornfiber.com/series-liturgical-year/
http://osbornfiber.com/2011-advent-hat-knit-along/
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On Saturday, December 10th, St. Timothyôs Church hosted our annual event, ñA Night in Bethlehemò. 

200 guests were in attendance to see our facility transformed into Bethlehem City.  As they walked back 

in time, the pilgrims registered for the Census, paid the Tax Collector, and visited the Market Place.  

Parents & children were greeted by shopkeepers from our congregation, dressed in period costume. The 

children were able to make different crafts to take home, along with their goodie bag which included: a 

story book of the first Nativity, coupons to Chick-fil -A, McDonalds, and Friendlyôs. 
 

Special food was tasted at the Jewish home, every family had an opportunity to have their photograph 

taken, and then they were able to visit the stable where Mary, Joseph, and the Babe were surrounded by 

the sheep, goats, chickens and a llama. 
 

Putting this evening together takes many hands, and lots of time.  But the wonder, and joy on the faces 

of the children makes it all worth it. Everyone that came marveled at the detail of the ñsceneryò and the 

hospitality they received during their time with us.  
 

The pictures that follow will give you just a glimpse of this special evening.  ñA Night in Bethlehemò is 

becoming known in our community as a Christmas treasure that families look forward to each year. 

 

 

  

ñA Night in Bethlehemò - 2011 

Census Cast:: Left/Right  Shirley Rogers, Shirley Grimes,           
Barbara Morsberger and Roberta Sprague 

Our Tax Collector: - Earl Hunt 
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The following may be of interest to those of you who attended      
St. Timothyõs in the early 1960õs when Fr. Cobbett was Rector, and 
we also had two curates on our staff. The Rev. John Van Brederode, 
and the Rev. Raymond Atlee.  
 

Fr. Van went to be with the Lord a number of years ago, as did Fr. 
Cobbett more recently. During his priesthood, Fr. Atlee served in 
the dioceses of Maryland and Pennsylvania. For 26 years, he was 
Rector of St. Maryõs Church in Wayne, PA.  
 

To quote his wife Anne, òThe theme of his tenure was the parish as family and oneõs other 
home.ó After he retired from St. Maryõs he did interim work for the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
Then in 2003, he was diagnosed with Alzheimerõs disease, and died on September 23, 2011, at the 
age of 78. He is survived by his wife, Anne, and their three daughters. 
 

His obituary in The Philadelphia Inquirer related details I had not known about him, that he òwas an 
avid reader, gardener, and long distance runner,ó but that òhis passions were theology and        
philosophy, which he studied fervently.ó I remember him as a very kind, gentle man, and fun to 
be around. 

Submitted by Shirley Grimes 

REMEMBERING  

Christmas Schedule 

Christmas Eve: 5:30 p.m. - Family Service 

Christmas Eve 10:30 p.m. - Candlelight Service 

Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. - The Holy Eucharist 
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What do you love about Christmas? 

Most people love Christmas.  

What is it about Christmas that you love? 

The tree, the lights, the wreaths of green?  

The caroling and concerts; the cards and candy canes? 

The T.V. specials and the train gardens? 

The wrapping and unwrapping of presents? 

The pageantry and partying; the Liturgy; the visiting of family and 
friends; the delight of the children? 

All of the above? 

YES, YES, YES! 

We do love it all. Itõs òthe most wonderful time of the yearó because itõs so full of wondrous 
things, and we just canõt get enough. The world rejoices! But not for the same reasons the 
church rejoices. 

Why do we call it òChrist-masó anyway? Is Christ òin there,ó somewhere, under all the gift wrap 
and glitter, the really bad òholidayó songs and silly Santa stuff, the suffocating commercialism 
and vulgar excess which characterizes much Christmas celebrating? What does any of that have 
to do with the Incarnation of God in Christ Jesus, our Savior and Lord? 

Well, when we put it that wayñnot accepting the worldõs misunderstanding, and misappropria-
tion, but confessing the Gospel truthñwe have a chance of having a Christmas that actually 
means something, despite itõs pagan and worldly envelope. 

Yes, Christ is òin there,ó and we can begin by thanking Him, òThe Founder of the Feastó for 
having come down to save us all. How about making Christmas an òI love you Jesusó kind of 
time? Christmas deserves our enthusiastic participation in the Mystery of Divine Redemption. 
How about making Him a home in our heart? Thatõs nothing sentimental, but it is a totally com-
mitted presentation of ourselves to Himñin spirit and mind and in bodyñto receive anew the 
grace of God.  

And then, itõs all about giving, giving, giving! Thatõs the sheer marvel of Christmas, sharing the 
love and joy and peace of the Christ within, in every way with every one. Itõs what we do for 
others in His Name that makes it truly Christõs - Mass which we keep. 

And thatõs what I love about Christmas. 

Be blessed, and be a blessing. 

Fr. Gus Peters+ 

A REFLECTION  
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Barbara Prochazka showing the foods that the dye 
was extracted from at the òDye Shopó 

The òCarpenter Shopó where  wooden lambs 
received cotton ball wool 

Liz Hale working in the òBead Shopó making         
necklaces with the girls 

Dorothy Griggs at  òThe Quarryó where children dug 
in the sand for precious stones 

òThe Star of Bethlehemó         
a new addition  this year 

A young boy listening to the trickling brook. 


