Sermon notes and study questions: October 4, 2009

Mark 10.13-16

Key verse: “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." Mark 10.13-16
Begin with prayer asking the Lord to align your understanding to His.  Pray to see His offer to come to His kingdom as would a little one.

From The Message: The people brought children to Jesus, hoping He might touch them. The disciples shooed them off. But Jesus was irate and let them know it: Don’t push these children away. Don’t ever get between them and me.  These children are at the very center of life in the kingdom. Mark this: unless you accept God’s kingdom in the simplicity of a child, you’ll never get in. Then gathering the children up in His arms, He laid His hands of blessing on them.

The blessing of children has a connection to Jesus’ view on marriage.

Mark 10.5-9

Marriage is a divine institution – indissoluble

Mark 10.11-12
Husband and Wife have equal standing before God

Matt. 7.9-11

He believed parents would give their children what is best for them and would show them kindness.

Luke 2.51; John 19.26-27
Children are to honor their parents

Mark 3.31-35; Matt. 7.11; 10.37
The earthly family is the training school for the heavenly family.

The children brought to Jesus were infants.

Thought: When the Pope holds an audience or is driving threw a town people always hold up their little children for him to see and they hope they’re close enough for him to touch them.

There is something about presenting babies to “holy men” – It’s not “magical” or “good luck” 
Parents very much want God’s holiness and goodness to reside in their children.

v. 14 – Jesus became “indignant”  comes from the word   “eganaktese”  (third person, singular, aorist) of  “aganakteo”  The verb derived from “agan” (MUCH) and “achomai’ TO GRIEVE.
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He was angry because He loved so deeply – 

Funny how parents can get so angry because they love so much!  

EXAMPLES??
Look at Mark 1.15 and wrestle with what the Kingdom of God means.

Jesus is saying that in principle all the blessings of salvation belong even now to these little ones?

How can that be if they’re born into sin?

Maybe He’s saying because they are unspoiled by the ways of the world they exemplify the attitude/demeanor of one who enters into the Kingdom?

KEY: Receiving the Kingdom of God means to accept it with genuine trustful simplicity, with unassuming humility.

Disciples are doorkeepers – Did not see the value in children.  

They were scolded and told never to get between the children and Jesus.

How could we justify their behavior?  Is there any possible explanation as to why they would act this way?  Something cultural?  We’re not children revered in Hebrew culture?

Jesus took them in His arms:

What “blessing” did the children receive?

Did His blessing them guarantee any particular outcome in their lives?

What does the text tell us?

This text is sometimes used to justify infant baptism . . . . . the covenant promise to Abraham does that.
If I had a baby and I knew Jesus was just down the street – would I take my baby to Him to see if He would bless her/him?  Why?
